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CONCERNING 
Mr. WH---#---D: 
Wherein his Miſſion, Doctrine and 


Character are examined. 


S I R, 


S there is nothing more agreeable te 
A us in the Country, next to the good 
Accounts of our Friends, and off 
your Family in particular, than 
the News-papers, Magazines, &c. which are 
the only Amuſements we have within Doors; 
I muſt own we have of late been much enter- 
tained with the publick Accounts of that ex- 
traordinary Stranger whom no doubt you have 
ſeen and heard too. There is ſcarce a Week 
has paſſed but what we have had ſomething 
told us of Mr. #/h—j—d in ſome ſhape or 
other; and really his long ſtay in Scotland, 
and the great Encouragement I hear he has 
had to continue longer amongſt us, prevailed 
with me to give you this Trouble, that (if 


In 
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n ſome things which, in my humble Opinion; 
hearly concern us as Chriftians and Members 
bf Society. | Wl 


Perhaps nothing but neceſſary Avocations 
and ſome domeſtick Buſineſs (which I hear a 


ept me from ſharing of that precious Nectar 
liftilled in the Heſpital park. 


At the fame time you muſt know, that I 
am lucky in the Acquaintance of a Gentle- 
man in my Neighbourhood, who now and 
then turns over old Books, and is really a Man 
of ſome Letters. He ſtopt me from doing 
any thing ſuddenly; conjured me to have a 
Regard to the Peace and Order of Society, and 
the regular eſtabliſhed Forms of the Church 
to which I have always repaired ; and deſired 
eſpecially I ſhould avoid giving Offence to my 
own Pattor with whom J have cultivated the 
4 greateſt Friendſhip, and from whom I have 
received much Comfort, and ſolid Advice, in 
the many uneaſy Accidents of Life, 


Much about this Time I heard of Mr. 
Wh—ji—d's leaving Edinburgh, but that he 
was to return ſoon; and though I found in 
| myſelf ſomething of that Curioſity natural to 
{ Mankind, (which by the by is nothing but a 


great _ others have thrown up) would have 
r 


Humour 


9 we ws A, „ —" - : FRY CHF INT "ih * 


naries, and muſt be anſwerable to their Or- 


151 | 
Humour of running away from one's owl 
Buſineſs to mind the Concerns of others) yel 
I was prevailed on to ſtop my coming till 
ſhould have ſome Satisfaction in theſe Parti 
culars, vis. By whom Mr. Wh—fi—d we 
ſent into Scotland, and by what Authority hg 
acted? What his particular Errand was here 
What Conformity, or Diſconformity, there 
was in his Doctrine and Practice with reſpec 
to that of the Church of England? &c. | 


As to his Miſſion, I am told that he re 
ceived the Orders of a Prieſt, at leaſt of a De: | | 
con, from the Biſhop of Gbuceſter; but howl 
to reconcile this with his preſent Practice, and 
the Conſtitution of the Church of England, 
I was at ſome loſs. My good Friend aflures} 
me, that few or none are put into Orders there, 
but in ordine ad locum, with a View to ſetve 
a Cure, or where the Statutes of particular 
Colleges in Oxford or Cambridge require Or-] 
ders to be conferted on ſuch as are on the Foun- 
dation of theſe Houſes, and of ſuch a ſtand- 
ing in the Univerſity, who take their Turns 
in the Univerſity-church in the publick Offi- 
_ Religion, till they are otherwiſe pro- 
Vided. 


- 


They may be indeed ſent abroad as Miſio- Þ 
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dinary for their Conduct, and from time to 

time muſt give Account of their Miniſtrations 
and Succeſs, Such a one perhaps was Mr, 
-; and it is to be hoped he has had 
ood Succeſs in Georgia and other Places he 

[Fas viſited, and made Account of his Labours 


to the Biſhop of London, and received his 
Lordſhip's Bleſſing. 


But what concerns me, and many others, 
is his Miſion here, I would therefore aſk 
zou, or rather Mr. J/h—f—d himſelf, what 
he has in Writing from the Biſhop of 
don, (for as a Miſſionary I take it for grant- 
ed that his Lordſhip is his Superior,) impower- 
F ing him to preach and pray (for as to the Ad- 
| miniſtration of the Sacraments, I have not 
heard he has done any thing) in the Way and 
| Manner he does in the Fields, 

| 


| 


| 


My Friend tells me, that on Church-prin- 
{| ciples we ſhould ſee his Lordſhip's Authority 
| interpoſed, and know for what End he was 
| ſent amongſt us. By reading the Offices for 
the Ordination of Prieſts and Deacons, one 
| can eaſily fee what Powers were conveyed to 
him: And indeed one of them he has exerted 
| powerfully ſince his coming into Scotland, that 
Is, Preaching, to the Admiration, I wiſh-it has 
been to the Edification, of many. 


— 
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But what ſort of Errand was this? Have \ 
not the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt preached to 
daily? Does not the Light of Chriftianitf 
ſhine bright in our Faces, though many ag 
mongſt us ſhut their Eyes againſt this Light 
and will not walk agreeably to the Precep 
of the Evangelical Law? And how often dal 
our own Spiritual Guides exclaim againſt the | 
Indolence and Impiety of many who profelf 
themſelves Chriſtians, who hear the Word of 
God and do it not, and with a commendable 
Zeal lay before us both the Promiſes an 
Threatnings of the Goſpel, and warmly g 
commend to us a Conformity with the LJ lj 
and Doctrine of the Holy Jeſus? Or was therg i 
really a Neceſſity of ſending down a young 
Man, meanly educated, of Batchellor of Arty 
ſtanding, and about twenty eight Years of Aged 
to teach the Scottiſh Clergy their Duty, an 1 
direct them to more Accuracy, Lite and Zeal 
in the Diſcharge of the ſeveral parts of their 
Function? 


| 
| 


Since therefore I have heard of no fach 
Deed in Mr. /h—fi—d's Favour, I muſt 
take it for granted he has none; and whether 
he has regiſtred his Letters of Orders, or 
taken the Qualifications the Law requires, If 
cannot tell, nor does it much concern me.— 
It has been hinted, both to me and my Friend 
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in the ry, that this young Gentleman 
preten extraordinary Miſſion; which 
j Nett what raiſed my Curioſity moſt ; 
for fach it muſt needs be, fince in all Proba- 
Hlityhe has come into Scotland without an 


prdmary one from his own Biſhop ; 22 
9 dinary one; for the good old Gentleman aſ- 
ſures me, Bar on Church-principles, any 
Privil 1 f- has, or can have, as 
a r, muſt, in the Exerciſc 
2 i be yep Regulation of his Eccle- 
fiaſtical Superior; becauſe, in every part of 
is inferior and derivative Office, he muſt and 
pught to act in Subordination to, and Depen- 
dence on his Ordinary, Now, this Claim of 
extraordinary Mifhon to preach the Go. 


and if Mr, 7/b—fi—d can make it 1 
promiſe that both my Friend and „with 
many others, ſhall attend him. We read in- 

deed of extraordinary Miſſions both in the Old 
and New Teſtament, but withal of the ſure 
nd infallible Credentials they give us of this 
extraordinary Diſpenſation, 


| Pray, Sir, has Mr. Wh—fi—d fatisfied any 
lof his Hearers, or fuch as he vouchſafes to 
Mook on as his Brethren, as to this Particular ? 

dr, does he beg to be filent on this Head * ? = 


ſpe now-a-days, is the very higheſt of its kind; 
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| : Mr. Wi—fi—d's ordinary Anſwer to Queſtions put to him, 


To) 


laſt way is the eaſieſt, and will be found ©l 
be both the eaſieſt and ſhorteſt for him, and 
all others of the ſame Kidney, I defired my 
good Friend's Aſſiſtance in this Particular, andi 

he would help me as to my unders 
ſtanding ſomething more than I did of the 


Nature of an extraordinary Call to the Mini- 
ſtry, or any ſuch Office, He is a Perſon of 
=o Modeſty, and I was well aware that the | 
ubject was intricate ; but this much ] made 
or that an extraordinary Call to preach the i | 
ſpel, is, when Almighty God diſcovers his | 
WI to any Man, with reſpect to the taking | 
this Office, by extraordinary Ways and Man- j 
ners; ſuch as by an audible Voice from Hea- iſ 
ven, as St. Paul and Moſes were called; or by 
Dreams, as were ſome of. the old Prophets; 
or 1n any other ſhape, contrary to the ordinary | 
Laws of Nature, by which the World and | 
every thing in it 1s governed, 


|} 


| 


Thus St. Paul ſpeaks of it in his Epiſtle | | 
to the Galatians : Not of men, neither y 
man, but by Jeſus Chrift, and God the Father, | 
Thus were the Prophets of old called, and in 
like manner the Apoſtles, whom Jeſus Chriſt } 

_ himſelf immediately appointed for that Office. 
And thisCall(added he)continuedin the Church 
as long as the Divine Will, with refpe& to. 

we Man's 


©; . 


[ wo } 
Man's Happineſs, was not fully known, or 
committed to Writing; but that at length, 
when the Canon of the Scripture was finiſh- 
ed, this extraordinary Call ceaſed, and was 
| ſucceeded by the ordinary one. Has this young 
Divine any ſuch Pretenſions? Does he re- 
member the Time and Place, and the Diſ- 
I poſition and Frame he was in, when he was 
thus miraculouſly called of God? Has he, in 
| conſequence of it, wrought any Miracles, or 
done any thing in the way of his Office, ſo as 
| to give Ground to any impartial Perſons to 


think that he is immediately ſent by God? 


1, 
1 , 
j 
} 


Probably this young Apoſtle will not direct- 
ly ſpeak out the Matter; and yet I do not ſee 

why he may not on one Occaſion as well as 
| another ; for I am credibly informed, that, in 


his Subjection to his College-tutor, as narra- 
ted in his Life *, he, Mr. Wh—fi—d, faid, 
| But I have @ new Rovelation, and immedi- 


with his good Leave, fill up the Period for 
4 Novice, a Babble, a Nothing, 


| a Converſation with a Friend who was urging 


| ately ſubjoined, Lord! What is Man? I ſhall, 


| once, A vain, proud, er little Being; 


But don't many of his Admirers think 5 
| has a new Revelation? I have heard notes: 
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that the Gentleman has a Knack of dreams 
ing, and particularly of Gold; which in a few 
Weeks anſwered in Specie, and was conveyed 
by the Hands of that Biſhop who laid his 
Hands on him, even with that Circumſtance 
of Sound which is agreeable to the Receiver, 
and of which Mr. Wh—fi—d was advertiſed| 
in his Sleep, when he had yet nothing in his 
Hands. Some ſuch Diſcoveries no doubt he 
has had before he ſet out for Scotland; for TY 
am well informed the Thing has ſpecifically 
anſwered. And who b 2 it? A ſmall} 
Trifle of Money, extending perhaps, from pu- | | 
blick Collections and private Donations, to ſix} 
or ſeven hundred Pounds, can be of no great | 
Account within the City and Suburbs of EA 
dinburgh, where Trade at preſent is in ſuch a 
flouriſhing Way, and where publick Build- 
ings and Charity-houſes are carried on and en- 1 

| 


dowed with Eaſe and Expedition. 
, f 
Some Moieties from the Country may be of | 
uſe to defray this extraordinary Stranger's Ex- 
= ce, provided in his Night-viſions he has 
d any Repreſentation of our opulent Land- 
Ward Pariſhes. 


But, to return, ſomething extraordinary there 
muſt needs be in Mr. -, ſince Crowds | 
not only of the lower, but of the higher Rank, 

have 


wy | 
have attended his publick Miniſtrations, and 
have been encouraged (as I have heard) fo to 
Ido by the Example of a good many of the 
preſent eſtabliſhed Miniſters of Edinburgh; 
{who have not only themſelves been his Hear. 
lers, but have fat at his Feet, and received his 
Inſtructions, from their own Pulpits. Man had 
very carlya great Deſire and Thirſtafter Know- 
edge; and this Deſire ſeems yet to Let 
Which, in my N ent, is the only 
Apology can be made for thoſe worthy Gen- 
tlemen, conſidering what they were to 
from a Novice, not in Grace, but in Years * 


| when, as I hear, they are told in his Life r, 
„ That the Holy Spirit from time to time 
% had led him into the Knowledge of Divine 
% Things; and that he had been directed by 
% Matching, and reading the Scriptures in a 
te certain Manner, even in the minuteſt Cir- 
cumſtances, as plainly as the Jews were, 


ec 
* when conſulting the Urim and Thummim 
te 
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| would not have been fo in Scotland; ſo very 
| incomplying was the Spirit of the 1641 in the 


at the High Prieſt's Breaſt,” 


of the preſent Time, 


1 Eid, p. 42- + p. 38. 
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Perhaps about this time a Century ago, it 


then ſpiritual Governors of the Kirk from that 
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But will not this Piece of extraordinary Con- 
duct, (do ye think) though ſupported from 
the Topick of more Edification and Know- 
ledge, nay and from that of Charity too, be 
canvaſſed at the next General Afembly ? 1 
ſhould think it would ; for I am inform'd, that 
ſome Miniſters of very eſtabliſhed Characters 
have neither 3 nor countenanced 


Mr. Vf. fince he came into Scotland. | 


I had many other things to enquite of you 
concerning this Stranger, which could not at 
full length be contained within the Compaſs] I 
of one Letter; and which Ill juſt beg leave 
but to mention, becauſe I once 4 252 of his 
Doctrine and Practice. 


1 
With reſpect to Mr. — 8 Doarine,| þ 
that I mean on which he lays the greateſt | 

Streſs, I hear it is that of the Soliſidians, of 
Antinomians, which he preaches (as I am told) | 
in every Corner; in Compliance perhaps with 

the Seceding Brethren, who at firſt ſeemed his 
greateſt Favourites, and who were the firſt Set 
of Clergy (if after ſolemn Depoſition they de- 
ſerve # 2A Name) he viſited and converſed } 
with. Pray, Sir, let me know if he preaches | 
that Doctrine ill; or if he maintains and 
ee it in his Life, Journals or Sermons ; } 
point at the particular Paſlages. If he does, 


the 


T 4 ] 
the People muſt be poiſoned ; for the Doctrine 
of Juſtification by Faith only, which does not 
work by Love, and is not productive of good 


Works, is a moſt pernicious Doctrine, and 
ſubverſive of all the moral Part of Chriſtia- 


nity. Is there here any Conformity, do ye 


think, with the Doctrine of the Church of 
England, as it is taught and expounded by her 
own Doctors? Has Mr. Wh—fi—d read Bi- 
ſhop Burnet's Expoſition of the Thirty nine 
Articles? and particularly, has he duly: con- 
ſidered what the Biſhop has ſaid on the e- 
leventh, which treats of Juſtification by Faith 
only? Does he remember theſe Words * : © A 
* Man is then only juſtified, when he is freed 
* from Wrath, and 1s at peace with God, 
* And though this is freely offered to us in 


A 


te applied to none but ſuch as come within 
** theſe Qualifications and Conditions ſet be- 
* fore us in the Goſpel, Theſe Conditions 
* are, Repentance, with which Remiſſion of 
« Sins is often joined, and Faith; but a Faith 
te that works by Love, that purifies the Heart, 
* and that keeps the Commandments of God. 
* Such a Faith as ſhews itſelf to be alive by 
* good Works, by Acts of Charity, and every 
te Act of Obedience; by which we demon- 


17 Di- 
* Bifop Burnet's —— p. 106. | 


* the Goſpel through Jeſus Chriſt, yet it is 


= ſtrate, that we uh ang 8 believe the 


( is ] 
% Divine Authority of our Saviour and his 
«© Doctrine; ſuch a Faith as this juſtifies, 
* but not as it is a Work, or meritorious A 
& Ction, that of its own Nature puts us into 
* the Favour of God, and makes us truly 
“ juſt; but as it is the Condition upon which 
the Mercy of God is offered to us in Chriſt 
« Jeſus: For then we correſpond to his De- 
}- < fign of coming into the World, that he 
« might redeem us from all iniquity, that is, 
« juſtify us, and purify to himſelf a' peculiar i 
e people, zealous of good works, that is, ſan- 
« Cify us?” All this you ſee is abundantly WW 
clear and intelligible ; and I have ſeen ſeveral 
Diſcourſes-wrote by the Doctors of the Church 
of England, wherein the Doctrine of the bleſ- 
ſed Apoſtles St. Paul and St. James is proven 
to be the ſame. I am well convinced, that 
good Works are the genuine Evidences of a 
true and lively Faith; that they are neceſſarily 
required of all Chriſtians : Nor indeed do I; 
ſee, why we may not ſay, on the other hand, 
that our Faith in God is rendered evident by 
our good Works. What therefore God has put 
together, no Man ſhould put aſunder. It is 
of the utmoſt Conſequence to the more com- 
mon and ordinary Capacities, to have this Do- 
ctrine ſet in a true Light: They are generally 
fond to hear of the eaſieſt Way to Heaven; 
and when the Doctrines of believing in a 
and 
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and of coming to him for Salvation, are re-. 
commended, without the proper Cautions of 
what the Goſpel enjoins to be done by them, 
the Conſequences muſt be very fatal. I'm 
ſure many learned Divines of the Church of 
England have guarded this Point ſufficiently, 


| though I have heard that this young Teacher 


has ſomewhere in his Journals pronounced art 
Anathema againſt the greateſt Lights of his 
own Church, as Men quite deſtitute of the 
Spirit of God, and ignorant of true Religion, ' 


This is not altogether modeſt, nor becoming 


of that Simplicity and Charity he is reckoned 
fo conſpicuous for by his own Admirers. But 
further, 


| Shall I believe what is told me, that though 


Mr. -- has declared himſelf a Mem- 


ber of the Church of England, ( ſome ſay only 
a Deacon) yet he has not fo much as once, 
ſince he came into Scotland, begun or con- 
cluded his Worſhip with the Lord's Prayer, 
or Doxology ? This is far from the ancient 
Practice, and from that of the Church where 
he was ordained, But he has a new Revela- 
tion. I know not, however, whether Cha- 
rity itſelf can ſcreen him in this Particular 
from the Imputation of temporiſing and plea- 
; ling the Mob, (for I would not be ſo injuri- 
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ous to any of my = ee. as to 


think theſe Forms would be diſagreeable to 
dem) who were never yet in the right. | 


It has been hinted-to-me: that Me: 35a 


J. affected to pray by the Spirit, and was 


directly and immediately aſſiſted by the Spirit 


of God in all his extemporary Effuſions; and 


for that Reaſon preferred this Way of doing 
to the ſtated Forms of his own Church: 
which, however, I am told he has frequently 
uſed and recom mended too, 


Very likely his Miniſtrations and Manner 
muſt be adapted to and ſuit every Meridian, 
and run parallel to the Lines of Perfection as 
it is greater or leſſer amongſt his reſpective 


Hearers. It occurred to me, while my Friend 


and I were diſcourſing on this Subject, that the 
Apoltle St. Paul, in one of his Epiſtles to the 
Corinthians, has this Expreſſion , IT pray 
with the Spirit. I own it is what I did not 
underſtand ; though I am well affured, that 
no Chriſtian can addreſs-himſelf to God in 
Prayer, without the Aid, Influence and Aſ- 
fiſtance of the Spirit of God; nor do we at 
any time come into his Preſence in the pro= 
per Diſpoſitions of Humility, Love and Re- 
Wan but he is ready to aſſiſt us, and » 

k B et 


1 Cor, Xive 15. 


| 1 18 1 
| ſet forward every pious Inclination we feel 
ſtirring in our Souls toads him. 


But as this Text has probably given riſe to 


the Expreſſion ſo much uſed now-a-days, of 
praying by the Spirit, I readily enough thought, 
that the Meaning of the Expreſſion muſt be 
governed by the Meaning of the Text: And 
as this was above my Reach, I aſked my 
Friend, if 70 pray by the Spirit, in the Senſe 
the Apoſtle mentions it in the above cited Paſ- 
ſage, was a perpetual Duty required of all 
Chriſtians ? He faid it was not; and that he 
much doubted, whether any Chriſtian now 
living could with any Reaſon pretend to that 


Gift; for this very evident Cauſe, that it was 


one of the miraculous extraordinary Gifts 


which God, for gaining Credit to Chriſtia- . -| 
nity, and ſupplying the Neceſſities of the then 


Infant-Church, was pleaſed to confer on the 
Apoſtles, and other Chriſtians of that Age; 


which Gifts, as Chriſtianity got Footing in 


the World, did by Degrees wear out, and at 
laſt perfectly ceaſed. 


This then muſt be too much for any Man 
to pretend to now-a-days ; and no truly hum- 

ble Man will do it, even tho' he had dream- 
ed, * That he was to ſee God on 3 


* Life, p. 14. 
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bent on Mr. f- to prove, (if he can 


the lower kind. But certainly, in propriety 
of Language, he cannot be ſaid to come and 
convert us, who have made a Profeſſion of ö 


Saints of a higher Size, and, by what I can 


* „. O » cc 


modern one, ſo many hundred Years ago. 


| Gentiliſm to Fudaiſm, or from Fudaiſin to 


with the Word but once in the New Teſta- 
ment, Declaring the Conver/ron of the Gen- 


Aa xv. 3. 


- 


w9 
Do ye not think then, that it ſeems incum 


j\ 
| 
that praying with the Spirit, in the Senſe and 


Meanin of the Apoſtle in that Place, 18 noc 
one of theſe extraordinary Gifts? or at leaſt by 
proper Vouchers to ſhow, that this Gift is, e 
ven at this Diſtance from the Apoſtolick Age 

conveyed to him for the Conver/ion of the poor 


Americans and Scots? 


It is more than probable, after this tedious 
Trouble I have given you and myſelf, that I 
have at length ſtumbled on Mr. Wh—fi—d's 
Errand into Scotland, by uſing the Word Con- 
verſion, which I hear is frequently in the 
Mouths of many of his Hearers, eſpecially © 


1 
the Chriſtian Religion, introduced here by 


learn, of more diſintereſted Views, than this 


I very well underſtand a Converſion from 


| 


Chriſtianity ; and in this proper Senſe I meet 


— —— — - ce 
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z les. However, there is little in Words, 
hen Men are in earneſt ; becauſe it is of 
| Things, and not of Names, I would be ſatiſ- 
F fied ; nor would I have troubled you with this 
1 Remark, had I not been informed that Mr. 
is abundantly accurate in his way 
| 32 writing, eſpecially in controverſial Points, 
and has ventured to attack the Biſhop of Lon- 
don, in his Anſwers to ſome Paſlages of his 
Lordſhip's Charge to his Dioceſe, on Account 
of Impropriety of Language, and want of pro- 
per Diſtinctions. 


well! I ſuppoſe that Mr. 275 -d does 
not ſay he has come to convert us to Chriſtia- 
nity, but to make us better Chriſtians, and to H 


acquaint us, with more Power, and in greater R 
Demonſtration of the Spirit, with that real in- tic 
ward Change of Heart, Manners and Affecti- la 
ons, which is the great Deſign of the Goſpel by 
to make on all its Profeſſors. This is that Re- | <4 
; Novation of Mind, that New Birth, we read N 
of in the Divine Oracles: And certainly, ſuch M 
a Change muſt be made on all Chriſtians be- * 
fore they can be capable to reliſh the Joys and a 
Pleaſures of the enen State. | 5 


But were we all ignorant of this Doctrine, can 
till the happy Moment that Mr. Yh—fi—d Ptu 


viſited us? No indeed; for ſure I am our own Pre 
Teachers 


ſpirit, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of bea= 


E by the Influences of the Holy Ghoſt, I 


| ed in the Spirit of their Minds, and become 
New Creatures? Certainly this Spiritual 


© RV. 
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Teachers have exhorted us, from the Words off 
a much greater Apoſtle than he, that we muſt} 
be renewed in the ſpirit of our minds, put off aur 
ormer converſation, and put on the new mam 
Chriſt Feſus; and from one greater than either, 
Except ye be born again, of water and of the 


ven. I would fain know, what Influence Mr. i 
Wh—j—d thinks the Baptiſmal Waters, im- KW 


ve on the Converſion of Men, who are du- 
ly entered and initiated into the Church? 


But to come cloſer to the Point : Has Mr. 
Wh—fi—d really explained the Nature of this 
Regeneration and New Birth, as I have men- 
tioned it, from the holy Scripture ? Or has he 
laid before his Hearers the proper Evidences 
by which they can know that they are renew 


Man muſt know, that Repentance and A- 
mendment of Life is called Converſion, or, 
a real Change, and turning the Heart and 
Mind to God, agreeably to theſe Words of 
our Saviour to St. Peter, Thou when thou art 
converted, ftrengthen thy brethren. The Scri- 
ptures ſet forth this Change by Variety of Ex- 
preſſions; by Regeneration, or being born a- 
gain; by Reſurrection from the Dead, and ri- 


17 (1 "”” 


22 
4 g to Newneſs of Liſe; by Sanctiſication, and 


by being waſhed and clean 2 from all Filthineſs 
ſand Impurity ; which three laſt Metaphors are 


ration in the Epiſtle to Titus *. r 
% bis mercy he ſaved us by the wa Fre- 
generation, and renewing of the $4 . 
1 IF have aſk'd you, if this young Divine B as 
taught the bb unenlightened Scots, in what 
particular Way this great Change is effectuated 
and who are the Agents principally coticerned 
| in this New Creation? Does he tell his Hear- 
ers, that Man's Co-operation is requiſite ; and 
that he has Power to open his Eyes, and ad- 
mit and receive the Sacred Influences of Hea- 
ven when vouchſafed him? Or that the Spirit 
of God does all himſelf ; and that inſtantane- 


ing three or four times a-day ? which is the 
only way I hear Mr, Yh—fi—d has taken to 
renew and reform our Natures, and to gain 
us, at leaſt ſome Things of ours, to himſelf, 
or to ſome other Ends, equally unknown to 
| me as he is himſelf, 


I am the more apt to belieye that this is 
the Caſe, (and if it is otherwiſe I beg Forgive- 
neſs) both from his own ſudden Reformation, 
| and the Language of ſome of his Hearers. 


** 
On amen, — m EA ABT ow op ng en re nr 


implied in Baptiſm, which is called Regene- 
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ouſly too, and by the ſole Means of Preach- 
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As for Mr. Wh—fi—d himſelf, he was the 
ſooneſt converted Saint I ever read of, a few 
of a higher Size excepted, who were obedient 
to the heavenly Cal vouchſafed them, 

in Dreams, but in broad Day; for, by 
own Account of the Matter, as I hear, his 
unſpeakable Preſſure both of Body and Mind 7 
continued only for a Year: And yet many off 
his Hearers, I am told, have come off enligh-K 
tened and converted in one Hour. No doubt 
many well- meaning People have attended this 
Gentleman's Miniſtrations; and I have been 
told, that tho' (as they themſelves owned) 

they heard no new Doctrine, yet. they found 
themſelves penetrated and affected beyond 
what ever they had been from the ordinary 
Miniſtrations of their own Paſtors, | 


500 
4 | 
| 


This perplexed me much, nor could I make 
any Account of it till I applied to the good old 
Gentleman, who had more Experience of the 
Spiritual Life than I had, He told me, that 
our Countrymen have been very remarkably | 
kind to all forts of Strangers, from the lower 
to the higher Stations of Life ; and that as ex- 
. temporary Preaching was the great Mean by 
which their Eyes were opened at the remark- 
able Period of the Reformation, they have con- 
tinued fond of it to this very Day; that the 
more re and Ignorant have 9 I 

BA n I 


| „ es 

Peen catched with Voice and Vehemence: 
Nay, added he, the more Judicious feel a great 
Power in Sound, I defired a further Expli- 
tation of this. Why then, faid he, to be in 
Parneſt with you, I muſt tell you, that Men 
y be furthered in any Grace and Virtue, 
hen they are ſtirred up to a greater Quick- 
tMeſs in devout Affections, and find in them- 
elves more ardent Defires and a higher Paſſi- 
ton for them; eſpecially if theſe Affections 
were kindled in us, not only by pleaſing Si- 


elting Tones, or the Preacher's Paſſion and 
'ehemence, but by the Weight and awaken- 
ng Force of the Reaſons and Things them- 
ſelves which touch'd our Hearts, either when 
they came from him, or afterwards when we 
reflect and dwell upon them in our own Me- 
ditations. 752 

If we are put into a religious Heat and good 
Affection only by Voice and Vehemence, and 
the Shew and Solemnities of Action; that in- 
deed is ſomething, if a wiſe Man have the 
Government of it, who will apply it to the 


Reſolution, whilſt that religious Heat is upon 

him. Tho', I confeſs, if he ſtops in the Af- 

fection, and does not take Advantage thereby 

{to be thus reſolved, he muſt in the End bs 
| muc 
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militudes, familiar Phraſes, folemn Looks, 


bettering of his Life, and fix and fortify his | 
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( 2s } | 
much more pleaſed than profited., But whetf 
the-Conviction of our ae goes a 
long with this Agitation of our Fancy in the; 
affecting of our Hearts, and we are ſtruck by 
conſidering the Greatneſs of the Motives, and 
the Weight of the Things, then have we ſu 


pious Affections as probably will be of gooe | 
Continuance, 1 


— —— 


It were well, that Mr. WWh-—f—d's Hear- 
ers examined themſelves on this Principle, and 
reflected, whether their being ſo much affect- 
ed was owing to the Singularity of his Action, 
Voice, Vehemence, his own Seriouſneſs, or 
to the Weight of the Doctrine, and the For- 
cibleneſs and Strength of the Motives and Ar- | 
guments by which he ſupported it. I have 
been inſenſibly carried on thus far, from men- 
tioning the Article of Converſion, which I am 
afraid many modern Saints have boaſted of, 
before it was nigh completed. His, Mr. | 
Wh—jf-—d's, was, after rude Sufferings i in 
Body and Mind, brought about in a very ex- 
traordinary Manner. I am really in ſome Awe 
to repeat it, being, as it was repreſented to me 
from the Words in his printed Life *, a nigh 
Approach to Blaſphemy. About the End of 
ſeven Weeks, and after I had been groaning J 
under an unſpeakable Preſſure both of Bo- 
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& oy and Mind for about a Twelvemonth, 
i God was pleaſed to ſet me free in the fol- 
lowing bran, * One Day perceiving an 
E uncommon Drought, and a diſagreeable 
Clammineſs in my Mouth; and uſing 
Things to allay my Thirſt, but in vain, it 
was ſuggeſted to me, that when Jeſus Chriſt 
* cried out, I thirſt, his Sufferings were near 
at an End. Upon which, I caſt me down 
| on the Bed, crying out, I thirſt ! T thirſt !” 
I really ſtood amazed on reading this Paſſage, 
Wand it was ſo ſhocking, that nothing could fa- 
usfy me, till with my own Eyes I ſhould read 
lit in the printed Account of his Life, which 
| is now before me, with the other Paſſages re- 
ferred to in this Letter; all which I now find 
to be faithfully tranſmitted to me from the 
Paper intitled, A Short Account of God's 
Deal; ngs with the Reverend Mr. G. Mh fd. 


— 


A 


Strokes of Mr. Wh—f—4's Converſion, toge- 
ther with the Evidences of it, which I ſhould 
think to all unprejudiced Minds ſpeak out the 
rankeſt and worſt kind of Enthuſiaſm, the 
Heights of ſpiritual Pride, and the ſtrongeſt 
| Deluſion I can imagine. This Paſſage of his 
Life I hear has given ſome Diſquiet even to 
his very beſt Friends; nothing brings him off 
n them but his n But, alas! can 


| 
| - 
| 


Here then we have the laſt and finiſhing 


| T9} . 
a Man be ſincere to ſpeak after this faſhion } 
How could he dare to run the Compariſory 
between the natural Cravings of a melancholy 
Conſtitution, drench'd in the Fumes of a miſ- 
guided Imagination and Lowneſs of Spirits 
and that Sacramental Thirſt, as the Ancients 
ſpeak, that ſacred vehement Deſire and Thirſt 
Which the Son of God had for the Salvation 
of Mankind? Had there been no other for- 
bidding Paſſage in the Account he makes of 
himſelf but this one, (as many more there are} 
I ſhould think it more than enough to per 
ſuade every thinking Perſon' amongſt us, thay 
he has more of Crazineſs than of Grace, and 
that this Son of Levi has taken by far tac 
much upon him, | 


I have perhaps dwelt too long on this, and 
I am glad to hear, that ſeyeral amongſt youf 
begin to open their Eyes. And no wonder] 
they do; it is full Time. And no doubt, Sir, 
you will think it is Time I ſhould have 
done with him and this long Letter, which} 
I defigned purely for the Love and Regard Þ 
have to Society, and that I might pave the 
Way for ſome abler Hand to undeceive thoſe 
many that are yet liable to be miſled, by one} 
who was neither ſent to teach us, whoſe Er- 
rand can anfwer no other Purpoſes than what 
is foreign to us, and whoſe Inſtructions, as 
| War! 


— 


| 
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hey bear in the main little or no Conformity 
Iwith the Doctrine of the Goſpel, muſt have 
IR very bad Influence on the Lives and Practi- 
pes of the more ordinary and ignorant part of 
ankind. I have heard this is caſting up dai- 
y amongſt you in ſeveral Inſtances, which I 


p -. 


void to mention, oy 


Ito beg your Forgiveneſs for the Length of this 


— 


What more Light Mr. - has thrown 
pon the Doctrines and Duties of Chriſtiani- 
ty, than what we have daily afforded us by 
bur own Spiritual Guides ? Particularly I de- 
Wire to know, What Cure he has brought for 
bur Diviſions? Whether or not are the Se- 
eding Brethren brought to a better Mind by 


Ihe Interrogatory, to aſk you on the whole, 


emoved the many Miſtakes with their Bre- 


e better ſort of Folks? Does Luxury in 


| 
| 
Rating and Drinking and Equipage abate ? 


tles 


+ 
To conclude then, Allow me once more 
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Letter, and, as I have been all along upon 


is means? Has he healed up their Sores, and 


ren? or has he widened them? Are there 
any remarkable Changes made by Mr. Wh 
— 4's fervent and frequent Miniſtrations on 


Are they rendered more humble, and conde- 
ending, and charitable ? Have poor Houſe- 
keepers in the City, or have their own. poor 
Relations been more relieved in their Neceſſi- 
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ties by what this extraordinary Meſſenger hag} 


-inculcated ? How do the well-meaning Lay | 
dies who have been Mr. Wh—f—d4's cloſe 
Hearers, behave'? Whether have the many | 
precious Truths delivered, poſſeſs d them off | 
more Chearfulneſs of Spirit ? or have they 
left them ſullen and cloudy, doubtful of theis 
State, more reſerved in their ordinary Con | 
verſation, more cenſorious, and reformed on- 

ly as to Matters purely indifferent ? "I 


Finally, I want to know, What * guc- | 
ceſs Mr. Wh—fi—d has had amongſt the Ser- 
vants and the inferior ſort of People? Has he | 
warmly recommended to them the Duties of | 
Chriſtian Morality, greater Candour and Fi- 
delity in the Diſcharge of their Duty in the 
ſeveral Stations of Life allotted them by Pro- 
vidence? or are their Heads now ſtuff d 
with airy and unintelligible Notions of Reli- 
gion, ſuch as tend to the Subverſion of Peace, 
Quiet and Regularity in the Families they | 
ſerve, and the Contempt of their 3 Fa | 
ſtors and other Superiors ſet over them by 
for their Good, and Edification in RUN and 
Virtue? It thus turns out the Caſe, (and 1 
5 my God it may not) it had been better that 

Mr. W—f—4, as he was born in an Inn, (of | 
which however he makes no ſmall Bon 
fect U 


| 


4 


_ have lived rat died in it; for the E- 


4 1 3 FT or" 
ll Lect of miſlead in 5 People in the lower Stati- 
j ons of Life, with whom we muſt haye Con- 
| ane, as they are Members of our Fami- 


if lics, and have 'Truſts in them too, is moſt la- 
mentable in Society, and is what every Ma- 


11 * ſooner or later feel to their Coſt. 
; W an, & C . 


| bliſhed concerning the State of the Inhabitants 


late Diſcoveries about the Miſapplication of 
the Money collected by Mr, Wh=—fi—d in 
Boſton and other Places of New-England, 
which, inſtead of being ſent to that Hoſpital, 
was remitted to London ; and the two follow- 

ing Queries have been propoſed i in ſome — 


panies. 

1. Whether it has not been always the cu- 
ſtom in Great Britain, and particularly in the 
City of Edinburgh, to make Application to 
the Magiſtrates of the City, Juſtices of the 
Peace, Sc. by Briefs, or other Methods coun- 
tenanced by Authority, in Caſes of Collecti- 
ons for Hoſpitals, and the Support of the Poor 
abroad? Or if one Man concerned, perhaps 


no more than a Chaplain, and a ſingle 8 1 
| r, 


ſter and Miſtreſs in Edinburgh and elſewhere 


P. S. I hear ſomething will ſoon be pu- 
of the Colony in Georgia, together with ſome 


31 
ber, without any proper Evident from the 
ciety, or regiſtred in their Books, can take — 

on him to collect Money, and in large Sums 
too; and get Bills paid to his Order, without 
any mention made of a Copartnery, or for 


what particular Uſes the Money ſo remitted | 
by Bill is to be employed ? 


I 


2. Whether or not will the Money thus re- 
mitted by Mr. Wh—fi—d to London, in the 
Event of his dying here, belong to, and be 


claimed by his Heirs ? 


— ——— ⏑— . — 


In the mean time tis once out of our Hands: | 
Poſt eft occaſio caluba. Some Years ago, we 
were told, that Mr. Wh—fi—d was a Gentle-| | 


man born to 5 or 600 J. per annum; which 
put me in mind of the following Character of 
Damaſippus in Fuvenal, Engliſhed by Mr. | | 
Dryden. 4 | 
Shameful are theſe Examples, yet we fin i 
(To Rome's Diſgrace) far worſe than rd behind | 
Poor Damaſippus, whom we once have known 
Flut ring with Coach and Six about the Town, 


I ford to make the Stage his laſt Retreat, 
And pawns his Voice, the All he has, for Meat. 
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